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EDITORIAL 
Thank You From the Editor 
T he Journal of the American Society for Mass Spectrom- ety (JASMS) begins its eighth year with this issue. It is the appropriate time and season to thank 
many of you who have contributed significantly to the 
journal and its growth. Scientific publishing involves 
many persons, as you will see from the large number 
who are mentioned here. 
First, the ASMS Board: The journal was launched 
during the tenure of Ron Hites as ASMS president. He 
must be regarded as the founding father. Ron was as- 
sisted by Bob Murphy, who followed as President and 
who is responsible for securing the journal’s financial 
basis. Establishment of the journal would not have been 
possible without the planning and organization of Judith 
Sjoberg, executive director of the ASMS. Chris Enke, as 
president of ASMS, also contributed extensively to pro- 
mote the journal and its submissions. We also acknowl- 
edge the support of presidents Hank Fales and Veronica 
Bierbaum, as well as other members of the ASMS board 
since 1989. 
In recent years, one board member, Anne Giordani, has 
done yeoman’s service as liaison between the society, the 
publisher, and the journal. 
Second, the Associate Editors: Approximately 60% of 
the submissions to ]ASMS are expertly handled by Kelsey 
Cook, Simon Gaskell, and Gay Glish. I am particularly 
grateful for their efforts and also those of Sam Houk, who 
served as associate editor for the first four years of the 
journal. 
Third, the Editorial Assistants: Lorraine Moon, with 
assistance from Kathy Schinstock, ran the editorial office in 
Lincoln, NE, from 1989-1994. Kathy Armstrong joined us 
in 1994 and has become a capable and enthusiastic re- 
placement in the St. Louis office. These persons have car- 
ried the burden of day-to-day editorial and administra- 
tive duties involving seeing a manuscript from submitted 
stage through reviews and into publication. I also thank 
Washington University colleagues Omar ELGhazzawy and 
Maureen Donlin, without whose ongoing help the elec- 
tronic version of the journal would not be possible. 
Fourth, the Publisher: JASMS is unique in the mass 
spectrometry area because it is a society journal that is 
published by an internationally renowned science pub- 
lisher, Elsevier. Many persons at Elsevier deserve thanks 
for their efforts on behalf of JASMS: Paul Weislogel, pub- 
lishing director; Nick Baker, former associate publisher; 
and Graeme Whitley, acquisitions editor. Nick Baker 
helped considerably during the early, formative stages of 
the journal, and Graeme Whitley led the way to the es- 
tablishment of ejasms. Quality advertising is a useful fea- 
ture of the journal and helps secure its financial basis. Ad- 
vertising is the charge of Art Carlucci at Elsevier. Behind 
the scenes have been desk editors Chris Walker and Julia 
Macklin and many proofreaders and copy editors. 
Fifth, the Editorial Board: Thirty-three editorial board 
members served the journal during its first 6 years. Their 
names are found in any issue of volumes 1-6. Recently, 
the editorial board has become a rotating board, and 
members have 3-year terms. Board members support the 
journal by contributing articles, assisting with reviews, 
and helping the editor and society set policy. We thank all 
members for their support. 
Sixth, the Authors: Submitting your science articles to 
a new journal is risky business, but many authors took 
the risk and stayed with the journal. You have my thanks. 
I also thank those who are submitting now and those 
who have graced our pages with “Accounts and Perspec- 
tives” and Reviews. 
Seventh, the Reviewers: Good science publishing de- 
mands good reviewing. Most reviewers for JASMS are 
careful, helpful, and committed to facilitating good sci- 
ence. Seldom do we see vindictive or ad hominem reports. 
We thank the reviewers over the past two years by pub- 
lishing a list of their names to accompany this editorial. 
There are problems, however. One is the slow re- 
sponse of reviewers, Another more disturbing trend is 
the unwillingness of some in our community to review 
articles. Furthermore, senior reviewers will sometimes 
delegate reviews to junior co-workers without mentoring 
them or informing the editor. I remind reviewers of the 
importance of reviewing, urge them to take seriously this 
requirement of citizenship in a scientific community, and 
hope they will be more prompt with their responses. 
Best wishes for a productive, scientific New Year! 
Michael L. Gross 
Editor-in-Chief 
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